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Wheels on the Bus Game 
Have fun making a special ‘Wheels on the Bus,’ game to play with your friends! 

Intent: 

For very young children: 

Physical Development: Have a go at mark making and learn that movements can make marks.  

Communication and Language: Listen to and/or join in singing ‘The Wheels on the Bus.’ 

For older children: 

Physical Development: Practice fine motor skills such as using a paint brush or pair of scissors 

PSED: Express a preference for a particular colour. Take turns while playing a co-operative game. 

Maths: Look at and talk about simple properties of basic shapes. Match shapes 

 

You will need: 

One bus template per child 

One set of shapes template per child 

Dice template – to share 

Paint or pens in different colours; cardboard; scissors; glue 

 

Instructions for making the game 

1) Depending on the ability of the children either cut the bus shape out for them or let them 

have a go themselves. Stick each template onto cardboard to make your base stronger. 

(Empty cereal boxes cut up are great for things like this!) 

2) Talk to the children about their favourite colours and then let them decorate their bus with 

that colour. 

3) Set the buses to one side and give the children their shape templates to cut out and 

decorate. Talk about the different shaped windows with the children. For example, which 

windows have straight sides? Which windows have no corners, etc. 

4) If you have an able or older child, they can cut out and make the dice template. If not, you 

can do it. 

5) When everything is dried you can play the game. 

To play the game 

Children take it in turns to throw the dice. They then have to match the shape on the dice to their 

shapes. When they throw a shape they can use it to ‘build their bus’. The winner is the first child to 

build their bus! 
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Instructions for very young children 

1) Cut out the bus shape from cardboard. Allow the child to mark make on the shape. 

2) Cut out the two wheel shapes and allow the child to mark make using a different colour. 

3) Cut out the square window shape and either draw a face on it or stick a photo of the child on 

it. 

4) Put a sticky glue dot or some double sided sticky tape on the back of the two wheel shapes 

and the window shape so that the child can very easily place them where they want them to 

go on their bus shape. 

5) Sing ‘The Wheels on the Bus,’ as they play with their creation! 

 

Observation Tips (Things to look for) 

This is how you can measure the IMPACT of your activity and plan what to offer next! You don’t 

need to write anything down if you don’t want to but if you want to make notes then go for it! 

Younger children 

COEL: How do they show they are concentrating on their mark making? (If they look carefully at 

what they are doing it is a sign they have worked out that is there movements making marks.) 

Physical Development: How do they hold their writing tool? (Whether it be a paint brush, crayon, 

etc) Young children will usually the hands they are using but slightly older child may be starting to 

show a preference for which hand they like to use. 

Making Relationships: For example by looking to 

see if you are watching, or by making sounds or 

saying words. 

Communication: Do they try and join in when you 

sing? Either by moving, copying actions or trying 

to sing themselves? 

Older Children: 

Self-confidence and communication skills: Can 

they confidently talk about which colour they like 

best? (If they do not know their colour makes yet, can they point it out?) Do they join in the 

conversation with other children? 

Physical Development: - How do they hold their mark making equipment? Do they have a preference 

for which hand they use and what sort of a grip are they using? 

Physical Development: Are the able to use scissors to make a snip in the paper/ cut a short wonky 

line/ cut a straighter and longer line/ cut around curves and corners? 

COEL: How long do they concentrate on the activity for, do they have their own ideas about how 

they would like to decorate their bus, and do they show pride in their work?  

Maths: Can they name any of the shapes, count them or talk about what the shapes look like? Can 

they match the shapes? 

Behaviour: Can they take turns when playing the game? 
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Window for younger children 
to use. 


