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Intentful craft - Textures Squirrel 
Learn about squirrels and explore and use textures to make a squirrel and its drey collage. 

 

This is a lovely activity to go with an 

Autumn or British animals theme. You can 

do the activity all in one go or split it into 

smaller activities and use it as a theme to 

last a week. 

 

 

Activity Part One. 

Intent: Explore different natural textures 

Have some exercise in the fresh air! 

Learn new vocabulary: touch, feel, crunchy, soft, smooth, spikey, etc 

1. Tell the children you are going to go on a nature walk to explore different textures and collect 

some treasures to make a special craft with. (You do not need to go far; it can just be to a park 

or even in your garden!) 

2. Ask the children if they can find things that feel different. Model this yourself, (“ooh look, I have 

found a smooth stick,”) and show excitement and enthusiasm in the children’s discoveries. (You 

are allowed to not be as excited if they insist on showing you things like dog dirt or rubbish! 

‘Squishy’ isn’t necessarily the texture you are looking for!) Use vocabulary that describes 

textures and demonstrate and explain what each word means. 

3. Make sure to collect some suitable treasure to bring back home with you. 

 

Activity Part Two. 

Learn about squirrels and why red squirrels are protected by law. 

Intent: Learn about squirrels and where they live 

Learn about the rule of law. (British Values) 

Learn new vocabulary: drey, species, native 

1. Ask the children what they know about squirrels. Have they seen a squirrel before? (You can write 

this down with the children if you like, children like seeing their ideas being made into writing.) 

2. Read the squirrel facts sheet and/or do some research of your own using books or the internet. 

3. Ask the children what they think it means if red squirrels are protected by law. Explain some 

animals need to be carefully looked after so laws are made to stop people harming or hurting them. 
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Squirrel Facts 

Two species (this is a special scientific word that means type or kind,) of squirrel live 

in the U.K., ed squirrels and grey squirrels. 

Red squirrels are native (this means they come from this country,) and are protected 

by law. 

Grey squirrels are bigger than red squirrels. You may sometimes see a grey squirrel 

that looks redder than others but is still a grey squirrel. 

Both species of squirrel build special nests called dreys. They may build more than 

one drey each. 

Here are some photos of grey squirrel dreys. They are quite large and are a big ball 

shape. (Can you spot the squirrel in one of the photos?) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know? When squirrels 

go into their dreys they block 

the entrance hole back up 

again – just like shutting the 

front door! 
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Activity Part Three. Make a squirrel and squirrel drey collages. 

You will need:  

• PVA glue and glue spreaders 

• Your natural treasures that you collected on your nature walk. (If you are not able to complete 

Activity Part one with the children provide a tray with some texture resources to explore and use 

instead.) 

• Squirrel and drey templates or paper and pencils for the children to draw their own. 

 

Intent: Use resources that they have found to make a depiction of a squirrel and its drey. 

Make decisions. 

Talk about textures and what we have learned about squirrels. 

 

1. Remind the children of the textures you found on your nature walk. Talk to them about which 

textures they think would be good for decorating a squirrel? Which textures would be good for 

decorating a drey? 

2. Children can draw or design their own squirrel/drey (it does not have to look anything like a 

squirrel/drey, as long as they say that is what it is,) or you can use the template provided for them 

to decorate.  

3. The children can use their natural treasures to decorate their squirrel and drey. Don’t forget to 

keep talking about the textures with them. 

 

 

Optional follow up activities: 

Activity Part Four. 

Play at being squirrels in their dreys.  

If working inside provide resources like blankets and a clothes horse for the children to make their own 

squirrel dreys. If you are working outside the children could make dreys from large sticks, planks of wood 

and tarpaulins. Remind them not to forget to close their drey’s door! 

Activity Part Five. 

Go on another nature walk and look for signs of squirrels. Can you see any dreys? (Note: if you are lucky 

enough to live in a red squirrel area it is unlikely you will see a drey. Grey squirrel dreys are much easier to 

spot!) You may be able to find other clues like fircones that have been nibbled. 
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